
April 12, 2013 
Can Open, Worms Out 

So, Thursday, the Elders held a meeting. You know how they do their meetings. 
Very private. Just them. No one under 55 years old allowed in.  

But, this meeting was a little different.  They invited the press, TV Cameras and 
they had something to say: The Tribal Council is FIRED.  They all, or most, raised 
their hands and voted to disband the Tribal Council for corruption.  

The Tribe’s infrastructure and the homes, the programs, the people all suffering 
because everyone on Council treats the Tribe like a piggy bank they can take 
what they want, do what they want and no one sees, so no one knows.  

Everyone suspected, and people knew money was not going where it should. It 
was obvious what they were doing, but for some reason, the BIA and the FBI 
along with Timid Purdon couldn’t seem to find any evidence of the corruption.  Of 
course, they investigated by asking the crooks if they were crooked and they all 
shook their heads “no”, so what could the FBI, the BIA and the USAG do? 
Investigate?  

But then along came Clarisse Brownshield, and her pile of documents, and her 
being suspended (illegally) by Roger Yankton for “misusing her powers” by 
evicting his nieces who had Tribal Housing but never paid rent… the usual.  

Clarisse is painting herself in heroic colors, but she’s as crooked (and so is her 
family) as the rest of them. So whatever set her hair on fire about evicting Roger’s 
kinfolk had to be something really bad. I’m guessing that she saw they were 
stealing more than she was and they were not sharing the pot of Gold with her, so 
she decided to ‘misuse’ her powers and actually do her job?  

Word on the Street is that she took a truckload of documents and ‘evidence’ to 
Fargo Thursday, to hand over to Federal Investigators.  She also stated that she 
had already tried everything, including talking to the FBI before she took the 
actions she took, so I am not sure IF she took anything anywhere. Why take to 
Fargo that which you said you already gave to them and they did nothing?  

I found her statement about having already informed the FBI of the corruption in 
the past and they didn’t do anything, worth noting.  

All this comes on the heels of Tim Purdon and Janelle Moos jointly putting out a 
statement about how VAWA protects the offenders’ rights in Tribal Courts, and 
them saying or falsely implying that Tribal Courts are “Law Trained”, when in fact 
they are not.   

 

 



Restless Spirit  
12 April 2013                                                                                Page 2 of 7 

Warning: Political Alliances May Be Closer Than They Appear 

Heidi Heitkamp said she’d feel perfectly fine if she had to go to Tribal Court… so I 
guess she has no clue about how they really operate and how much of a joke they 
really are? Or does she consider members of the Tribal Council her personal 
friends? I’d like to know. What makes her so confident? 

Which brings me back to Congressman Kevin Cramer. He seems to be the only 
one that had strong reservations about how Tribal Courts were run.  But of course 
he was dog-piled by the Perpetual Victim of Melissa Merrick (who really should be 
ashamed of herself for her personal conduct and her abuse of her authority) and 
naturally, and the media in general has been lapping up the spilled milk she’s 
been crying over.   

No one wants to look at the courts. Not “Law Trained”. WTF is “Law Trained” 
defined as? They can’t say “Degree in Law”? Because a degree in Law is not 
required.  And there is no Appeals Process.  

Maybe Purdon was talking about some ‘other’ courts in ‘other’ tribes. The question 
was about Spirit Lake, but he often deflects into generalities when the particulars 
make him look foolish. 

Tribal Courts are run by judges who are appointed by the Tribal Chair.  They can 
be hired or fired without notice, and for no cause whatsoever. So, VAWA is no 
protection for anyone in Tribal Court unless they are a personal friend of the 
Judge or the Tribal Chair. If an outsider who is a personal friend of the chairman 
or the judge comes in and beats a woman, he can skate through with nothing 
more than a smirk.  

If an outsider breaks up with say, the Tribal Chair’s favorite relative, and she 
charges him with assault, what chance would he have?  

Women, especially abused women, have only been further abused by Tribal 
Courts.  It’s not about ‘Justice’, it’s about Power.  Power is how the corrupt protect 
themselves.  VAWA does not protect victims in Indian Country. Period.  

They could fix the court problems by re-establishing the Circuit Judges, but they 
won’t do that. That would be a step towards real justice for everyone in Indian 
Country.  

Without Justice, laws mean nothing. There has been no Justice in Indian Country 
for over 100 yrs. That has to change if you want anything to get better out there. 
The truth has got to count for something. The Laws have to stand for something.  

Goon Squad 

Having domestic abusers running the police department is nothing short of a 
Goon Squad.  They can rape, beat, even kill someone with no risk of arrest. They 
protect their own family and friends who are rapists, child molesters, child rapists 
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and violent abusers. They protect the corrupt. The corrupt protect them. It goes 
further up that ladder of government than many realize. They’ve been closer to 
each other than most people realize.  Like that warning in the side-view mirror. 
What you thought you were seeing, the distance between the corrupt and the 
enforcement, has been an optical illusion.  

Optics 

Making something appear to be what it is not. Making something appear 
to be not what it is;, is just a matter of ‘optics’, in political jargon. 

Make it look good. Imply, misstate, deflect, and if necessary, act angry, or 
annoyed, to bully down any criticism/questioning of what you are offering.  
(NOTE: By the time they try to bully me, I know I’m winning. I know they 
know they are losing.  No one would resort to bullying if they thought they 
were right or if they thought they were winning. That’s a Fact.) 

Purdon and Moos put out this glowing report of how everything is just fine and 
there is too much ‘misinformation’ (You may call me Ms Information) out there 
surrounding this issue.  Clearly, the fictional cloud and perhaps a Power Point 
Presentation that Purdon and Moos are leaning on, is full of holes.  

Comments on FB about that were “Our courts can’t treat our own people fairly. 
How much of a chance would an outsider have?”   

No one is buying the Smoke Purdon and Moos were selling. At least, no one that 
lives on the rez.  

People have been talking about the corruption and abuse and have been ignored 
and waved off by politicians and the DOJ, FBI, BIA, HHS, DOI and the rest of the 
alphabet soup gang, and now, they go on a constant PR Propaganda Offensive to 
convince the very people who see and know the truth that what they are seeing, 
living, and know is all wrong—“Here, buy this freshly polished Turd.”  

Purdon has, along with the rest of the soup, ignored the protocols on all of the 13 
Mandated Reports.  Why?  

He, and his friends in the press (who - don’t – have – subpoena – power – so –
they - can’t – do – anything – but - tell - us - what - they – were- told - by  - the – 
people – they – asked – softball – questions - of) have been dismissive of the real 
problems, even expressing anger and insult towards those who keep trying to get 
the Truth out.  

Witnesses are dismissed. Social Workers, Psychiatrists, School Teachers, and 
other legally mandated reporters are dismissed as not reliable with the same 
casual air that one would send back a bad steak to the kitchen.  

However, no sooner do Purdon and Moos come out with their well-crafted 
Editorial, very slick in fact, and backed up by the echo chamber that is Chuck 
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Haga in his piece that followed so close on the release of Purdon/Moos, that if 
Purdon/Moos had stopped suddenly, Haga would have rear-ended them,  no 
sooner had that tail gaiting party rolled out than all eyes turn to Clarisse 
Brownshield. (*Oh Snap!) 

There she was, on camera, spouting off about how corrupt the Tribal Council is, 
how corrupt the Chairman (a favorite interview darling for Haga), and how she’s 
going public because she’s tried to follow channels and protocol, even giving 
information to the FBI… whoops!   

So, the FBI has been told DIRECTLY from a Tribal Councilor that there is rampant 
corruption? And that was how long ago? And they and the BIA “Strike Team” 
(*Cue the Power chord from the Horn Section) knew … but did nothing? She said 
she tried all the channels kids. I believe her.  

So, did she go to Fargo with a truckload of documents and evidence? I don’t 
know. I do know that if she tries to dump it on Purdon’s desk, he’ll find a way to 
bury it.  It would be so embarrassing, humiliating even, for him to have to come 
out and say that all this corruption he has been denying, is actually true and 
somehow he’s missed it, wouldn’t it?  

Can’t wait for his next Editorial. He can ask Haga to help him write it. Haga used 
to be known as a “Prose writer.”  He can shine a turd if anyone can. I’ve seen him 
do it. Yes, it still stinks, but that’s only if you get close enough for a follow-up 
question, which he never does.  

House of Cards, Meet the Elders 

And so now, on Thursday, the Elders took a public stand to declare they want the 
corrupt Tribal Council and their cronies, fired.  That just sucked all the wind right 
out of the carefully crafted Purdon/Moos Editorial and the echo chamber that is 
Haga.   

Can they really do that? Well, they did it. However, as you suspect, the corrupt 
won’t go easily.  The Elders will take their complaint to the BIA Administrator. If 
that is Rowdy Cavenaugh, it will rot in his inbox until he gets it to the shredder. If it 
is to anyone in the Strike Team from the BIA, they will ignore it.  

What is their second step? What is their back-up plan? I don’t know. I don’t know 
if they even have one.  

What I do know is that a can of worms has been opened up and more and more 
people are speaking up. It’s causing a strong breeze where the House of Cards 
was built. 

People are not buying the spin by any of the suits, or their pet reporters. Real 
reporting, straight forward, undoes their entire house of cards. Watch Adam 
Ladwig’s report on WDAZ.  Seeing is believing. 
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Secrets have been kept for generations. Secrets that hurt the children, hurt the 
tribe and only protect rapists, murderers and the corrupt. People have had 
enough.  People are speaking out.  

People on the outside are not just looking and listening in, they are joining in.  

I have always said that this will only change, this Evil will only be chased out when 
the Good People of Spirit Lake find their voice and run it out. I think that is starting 
to happen.  

I think the Good People of Spirit Lake, many who thought no one would ever listen 
to them, are finding that they can be heard over the noise and be believed for 
speaking the truth over the fictional spin.  

Restless 

I sense that there is an even greater Restlessness stirring on the rez.  The dead 
children are not quiet in their graves. The wounded spirits are not walking away, 
they are joining with those who are finding their courage to defy the abusers and 
call out the corrupt.  People are standing together.  

You have no idea but this is the greatest fear of the corrupt: People supporting 
what is right and standing up to their abusers.  Truth will not go quietly away. This 
is getting bigger.  

This is going in more than one direction. Eddie’s Restless Spirit has been getting 
stronger.  The People want Justice. That is not something special, that is an 
expectation we all have.  

I think it just might happen.  And when it does, I can put down this Restless Blog, 
and go putter in my garden, visit old friends, and enjoy the setting sun.  

But, until there is Justice, not just for Eddie Peltier, but for all the murdered, all the 
raped, all the robbed and until ALL the Children on the Rez are safe in their 
homes, with no fear of judges handing them to monsters who rape them, until that 
time, we carry on. You, me, all the Restless Spirits seeking Justice; we don’t quit.  

Now, People Know 

The worst part for Purdon and the rest of them with this latest blow to their fortress 
of fiction is that people who scoffed at those speaking out now can see that what 
we’ve all been saying for a very long time, is true.  Moreover, everything they 
have been told by the Politicians and the DOJ, FBI, HHS, BIA has been lies.  

Now that the people know who’s telling the truth and who has been lying, it’s a 
whole different ball game, isn’t it?  

My question is this: If a lowly blogger such as myself, can find the truth and put it 
out there, why couldn’t the Fargo Forum? The New York Times found it and 
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reported it, and they are way over there….in New York.  Fargo Forum is right 
around the corner.  

Will they change their tune and start running ‘in-depth’ pieces with follow-up 
questions? Will they do investigative reporting? Or will they continue to be the 
echo chamber the corrupt and the inept have counted on for decades?  

These are only the latest breaches in the fortress.  Betty Jo Krenz spoke out. Dr. 
Tiller Spoke out. Thomas Sullivan has been relentless, despite the threats and 
harassment, to get the truth out.  

People have been coming forward and declaring what they know and what they 
have tried to do to fix the problem following channels, protocols only to find that 
the system itself is corrupt. It protects the abusers because it is connected to the 
abusers. If the system goes after the abusers, they will be brought down in a 
crapstorm the likes of which this country has never seen before.  

Some very well-connected, very ‘respectable’ even ‘honored’ people will be 
brought into the light of corruption, child trafficking, and worse. The bad guys have 
promised that if they go down, they will take everyone down with them.  

The system protects itself, not the children, not the people, not the country; just 
those in the system who want to keep their secrets hidden from the rest of us.  

But many of those secrets are going to come out. Because the people on the rez 
and off, have had enough.  And now they are learning that what they’ve been 
hearing from us, all of us, is the truth.  

The weight of that fact is burning its way through every floor of the alphabet soup 
factory.  It’s not just happening in Indian Country. This kind of corruption affects all 
of us, and until we see it ooze up from the ground we thought was safe, we won’t 
realize fully, how foul and dangerous it is and has been, all along.  We’re only 
getting whiffs of it now. It won’t be long.  

Symbolism 

It’s like that mucky oil sludge coming up in those nice neighborhoods where 
people had no idea that it was there, running under their homes, their lives, all this 
time.  Life is symbolism.  

What is happening with that oil spill, the one they cannot make disappear with 
stories about car chases, celebrity gossip, is that it is showing what a corrupt 
system, built on lies and corporate propaganda, eventually bursts through the 
ground and everyone can see that they have been, for decades, deceived.   

There it shows up as sludge on the ground in pretty Mayfield, Arkansas; An idyllic 
neighborhood, turned into a man-made nightmare.  

What is happening in Indian Country is showing up in Spirit Lake Reservation, as 
corruption pours out into the public where it can be seen by everyone. It too, is a 
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man-made nightmare.  It too, stinks. It too is going to cost all of us, but we can’t 
afford to do nothing.  

Human Beings have been living in that nightmare, struggling in that nightmare, 
suiciding and freezing to death in that nightmare.   

Now, maybe, just maybe, now, we can see that it is real and we can work together 
to root out the corruption, protect the children, rid ourselves of corruption in 
Government Agencies that until now, most of us thought were protecting us… and 
take back our sense of community, brotherhood, national pride built on the Truth.  

The Truth is, we can do this. And now, we know that, too. We are, as a Nation, 
worth it.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 

 


